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MONTANA WORLD TRADE CENTER JOINS EX-IM BANK IN PARTNERSHIP
MISSOULA The Montana World Trade Center, based at The University of Montana-Missoula, has become
an official city/state partner of the United States Ex-Im Bank.
An independent agency of the federal government, Ex-Im Bank helps businesses finance export
sales of U.S. goods and services. With a special focus on aiding small business export sales, Ex-Im
Bank has used loan guarantee and insurance programs to support $300 billion in U.S. exports over the
past 60 years. In most instances, Ex-Im Bank guarantees credit that must be obtained through local
banks.
With the nearest Ex-Im regional office located in southern California, Montana businesses have
been largely unable to capitalize on Ex-Im Bank programs. To date, only two Montana businesses have
ever received Ex-Im assistance. Amie Sherman, Montana World Trade Center executive director, views
the partnership as a remedy to that problem.
"The Montana World Trade Center mission is to work with Montana businesses to establish or
strengthen their international commercial capabilities,” Sherman said. “By having local access to Ex-Im
Bank’s products and programs, Montana businesses will be able to capitalize on opportunities to expand
their market share around the world."
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Montana Gov. Marc Racicot, who serves as MWTC’s honorary chairman, welcomed the new
affiliation.
"This new partnership with Ex-Im Bank will provide Montana businesses and banks local access
to tools to help finance export sales,” Racicot said. “With these tools, our businesses can be more
globally competitive and contribute to the strength and diversity of Montana's economy."
The Montana World Trade Center is a nonprofit organization affiliated with UM and housed at
the Gallagher Building on the Missoula campus.
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